
NATIONAL ARCHIVES Calendar of Events
AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

F I L M  P R E S E N T A T I O N S

Meeting the Test
In conjunction with the opening of the
William G. McGowan Theater, we pres-
ent a day-long program of films chroni-
cling America’s response to challenges
of the 20th century as seen through a
selection of motion pictures taken from
the holdings of the National Archives.
Saturday, September 11.

Noon
The Plow That Broke the Plains
(1936) & The River (1937)
Two classic documentaries from the
Depression Era. (60 minutes)

2 p.m.
Prelude to War (1942)
The first in the World War II–era Why
We Fight series of orientation films.
(54 minutes) 

4 p.m.
Answer to Stalin (1948)
This episode of The March of Time
newsreel describes America’s re-
sponse to Russian aggression and
the Marshall Plan for post–World
War II foreign economic aid. (20
minutes)

The Road to the Wall (1962)
In this documentary by CBS Films,
the Berlin Wall is used as a focal point
to trace the rise of communism in
Russia, Eastern Europe, China, and
Cuba. (34 minutes)

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 4

5 p.m.
The March (1963)
This documentary explores the civil
rights March on Washington in
August 1963. (30 minutes)

Nine from Little Rock (1964)
Nine from Little Rock profiles the lives
of the nine African American students
who integrated Central High in Little
Rock, AR, during the fall of 1957.
(21 minutes)

The Fog of War
The National Archives is pleased to
present the 2004 Academy Award win-
ner for best documentary feature.
Directed by Errol Morris, this film is a
fascinating examination of the life and
career of Robert S. McNamara, who
was both witness to and participant in
many of the crucial events of the 20th
century. (106 minutes) Saturday,
September 11, 8:30 p.m.

The Adams Chronicles
To commemorate the 215th anniversary
of the signing of the U.S. Constitution,
we present the landmark 13-part PBS
production, first aired in 1975, that
brings to life five generations of one of
America’s leading political and historical
families. Each episode is one hour long.
September 13–17, 20, 21, 23, 24, 27–30:
one episode each day at noon. Episodes 1–3
will be repeated on Saturday, September 18,
at 3 p.m. Episodes 4–6 will be repeated on
Saturday, September 25, at 3 p.m. Episodes
7–9 will be repeated on Saturday,October 2,
at 3 p.m.Episodes 10–13 will be repeated on
Saturday, October 9, at 2 p.m.

P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N S
A N D  B O O K S I G N I N G S

Women and Our Political
Inheritance
Panelists discuss the role of women in
the transmission of the “American Idea”
across generations. Participants include
Dorie McCullough Lawson, author of
Posterity: Letters of Great Americans to Their
Children (Doubleday, 2004); Amy
Schapiro, author of Millicent Fenwick:Her
Way; and former Congresswoman
Patricia Schroeder, author of 24 Years of
Housework . . . and the Place Is Still a Mess:
My Life in Politics (Andrews McMeel,
1998). Friday, September 10, 7 p.m.

Our Founding Fathers
and the Charters of
Freedom 
Guest speakers include Walter Isaacson,
author of Benjamin Franklin (Simon and
Schuster, 2003); Joel Achenbach, author
of The Grand Idea: George Washington’s
Potomac and the Race to the West (Simon
and Schuster, 2004); Stanley Weintraub,
author of General Washington’s Christmas
Farewell: A Mount Vernon Homecoming,
1783 (Free Press, 2003); John Ferling,
author of Adams vs. Jefferson: The
Tumultuous Election of 1800 (Oxford,
2004); Joseph Ellis, author of Founding
Brothers (Knopf, 2002) and the forth-
coming His Excellency: George Washington
(Knopf, October 2004); Richard
Brookhiser, author of Gentleman
Revolutionary: Gouverneur Morris, the Rake

Who Wrote the Constitution (Free Press,
2003); and Charles Rodenbough,
author of Governor Alexander Martin:
Biography of a North Carolina Revolution-
ary War Statesman (McFarland, 2004).
Sunday, September 12, 2–5:30 p.m.

The First Federal
Congress Project: Its
Mission and Impact
Speakers include Charlene Bickford,
Project Director, First Federal Congress
Project; Kenneth Bowling, Co-Editor,
and William diGiacomantinio,Associate
Editor, Documentary History of the First
Federal Congress,1789-1791; members of
the National Historic Publications and
Records Commission; and Richard
Baker, Senate Historian. Sunday,
September 19, 2–5 p.m.

The Supreme Court of
the 1940s and Military
Justice
Washington, DC, Court of Appeals
Judge John M. Ferren will discuss his
book, Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the
Court: The Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge
(University of North Carolina Press,
2004). Judge Ferren will be joined by a
panel of law clerks who served the Su-
preme Court justices in the 1940s as well
as by experts on the Supreme Court’s
jurisprudence governing military com-
missions. Sunday, September 26,2–5 p.m.

T H E A T E R  E V E N T S
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Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Native American
Records
Room G-17 | 11 a.m.

Panel discussion
Founding Fathers &
the Charters
McGowan Theater | 2 p.m.

Panel discussion
First Federal Congress
Project
McGowan Theater | 2 p.m.

Panel discussion
Supreme Court of the
1940s
McGowan Theater | 2 p.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 10
McGowan Theater | noon

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
State Department
Room G-17 | 11 a.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 11
McGowan Theater | noon

Film
Adams
Chronicles: 12

McGowan Theater | noon

Lecture
Richard Striner,
“Lincoln, Race & Moral
Strategy”
Jefferson Room | 1 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your
Records”
State
Department

Lecture Room C, College Park,
MD | 11 a.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 13
McGowan Theater | noon

Lecture:“Know Your
Records”
Southern Claims

Lecture Room C, College Park,
MD | 11 a.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 8
McGowan Theater | noon

Film
Adams Chronicles: 4–6
McGowan Theater | 3 p.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 9
McGowan Theater | noon

Film
Adams
Chronicles: 6

McGowan Theater | noon

Author lecture
Rhys Isaac, Landon
Carter
Jefferson Room | 1 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your
Records”

Southern Claims
Room G-17 | 11 a.m.

Film 
Adams Chronicles: 7
McGowan Theater | noon

Film
Adams Chronicles: 1
McGowan Theater | noon

Film
Adams Chronicles: 3
McGowan Theater | noon

Lecture:“Know Your
Records”
Census Records

Lecture Room C, College Park,
MD | 11 a.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 4
McGowan Theater | noon

Film
Adams Chronicles: 5
McGowan Theater | noon

Genealogy workshop
Naturalization
Records

Washington Room | 10 a.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 1–3
McGowan Theater | 3 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Census Records
Room G-17 | 11 a.m.

Film
Adams Chronicles: 2
McGowan Theater | noon
Author lecture
Jan Pottker, Sara & Eleanor
Jefferson Room | 7 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Native American
Records
Lecture Room C, College Park,
MD | 11 a.m.

Panel discussion
Women & Our Political
Inheritance
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Films
“Meeting the Test”
documentary day

McGowan Theater | noon,
2 p.m., 4 p.m., 5 p.m.

Film
Fog of War
McGowan Theater | 8:30 p.m.

Labor Day
Research Rooms are closed.

In The William G. McGowan Theater

L E C T U R E S  A N D  B O O K S I G N I N G S

Sara and Eleanor
Jan Pottker will discuss her book, Sara and Eleanor:The Story of Sara Delano Roosevelt
and Her Daughter-in-Law, Eleanor Roosevelt (St. Martin’s Press, 2004). Pottker
examines the infamously contentious relationship between Eleanor and her for-
midable mother-in-law, Sara Delano Roosevelt. Through diaries, letters, and
interviews with Roosevelt family and friends, Pottker creates a blend of social
history and psychological insight: an examination of Eleanor Roosevelt and the
woman who made her historic achievements possible. Jefferson Room (Room
122). Tuesday, September 14, 7 p.m.

Virginia and the Revolutionary War
Rhys Isaac will discuss Landon Carter’s Uneasy Kingdom: Revolution Rebellion on a
Virginia Plantation (Oxford University Press, 2004). Carter, a Virginia planter
patriarch, left behind one of the most revealing of all American diaries. Pulitzer-
prize–winning historian Isaac mines this document to reconstruct Carter’s world
as it plunged into revolution. Isaac uses entries from Carter’s diary alongside a
biographical narrative to provide a glimpse into early America. Jefferson Room
(Room 122). Monday, September 20, 1 p.m.

Abraham Lincoln and Race Relations
Richard Striner, professor of history at Washington College, Chestertown, MD,
will discuss “Lincoln, Race, and Moral Strategy.” In his presentation, based on his
forthcoming book, Striner will argue that Lincoln’s early, pre-Presidential state-
ments on race were in all probability “Machiavellian ploys” employed by the ris-
ing Illinois politician to hold in check the bigotry of his constituents. Striner takes
the view that Stephen Douglas was correct when he warned Illinois voters 
that his rival Lincoln was a stealthy “Negro lover” who possessed “a fertile 
genius in devising language to conceal his thoughts.”This event is co-sponsored 
by the Abraham Lincoln Institute. Jefferson Room (Room 122). Wednesday,
September 29, 1 p.m.

L E C T U R E  S E R I E S :  “ K N O W  Y O U R  R E C O R D S ”

Native American Records
Archivists Joe Schwarz and Mary Frances Morrow will describe Native American
records housed at the National Archives. Room G-17. Tuesday,September 7,11 a.m.
(This lecture will be repeated at the National Archives at College Park, in Lecture
Room C, on Thursday, September 9, at 11 a.m.)

Census Records
Archivist and genealogy specialist Constance Potter will discuss population cen-
sus schedules, 1790–1930. Room G-17. Tuesday, September 14, 11 a.m. (This lec-
ture will be repeated at the National Archives at College Park, in Lecture Room
C, on Thursday, September 16, at 11 a.m.)

Southern Claims Commission Records
Archivists Rodney Ross and Wayne DeCesar will be joined by archives specialist
George Briscoe to examine the records of the Southern Claims Commission.
Room G-17. Tuesday, September 21, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the
National Archives at College Park, in Lecture Room C, on Thursday, September
23, at 11 a.m.)

State Department Records
Archivist Michael Hussey will discuss the records of the State Department.
Room G-17. Tuesday, September 28, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the
National Archives at College Park, in Lecture Room C, on Thursday, September
30, at 11 a.m.)

G E N E A L O G Y  W O R K S H O P

Naturalization Records
Dr. John Colletta presents “Naturalization Records, 1790–1920.” Reservations
are required, and a fee of $15 is payable by cash or check at the door; call 202-
501-5000, menu option 5. Washington Room (Room 121). Saturday, September
18, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

A L S O  T H I S  M O N T H

The traveling exhibition “American
Originals—Treasures from the

National Archives” will open at the Delaware Art Museum at
the Bank One Center on the Riverfront in Wilmington, DE,
on September 2 and will run through October 17.

A M E R I C A N  O R I G I N A L S

SAVE THE DATES
Genealogy Conference, October 1–2. Historians,
authors, and genealogists will gather to discuss
resources and research methodology for Hispanic
genealogy. Includes keynote address, panel discussion,
and hour-long workshops. 10:30 a.m– 4 p.m. William G.
McGowan Theater and conference rooms.




